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Instructor 

Christopher Cloos 

cloos@umail.ucsb.edu 

South Hall 5720 

Office Hours: TW 3:30-4:40 
 

Reader 

Arnel Blake Batoon 

arnelblake_batoon@umail. 

ucsb.edu 
 

Class Meetings 

TWR 2-3:20 

South Hall 1430 
 

Required Texts 

Edward Wierenga 

The Philosophy of Religion 

(Buy at UCSB Bookstore) 

Rea and Pojman (eds.) 

Philosophy of Religion:  

An Anthology (7th ed.) 

(Rent at Chegg.com) 

What is God? 

Is it possible to prove that God exists? 

Does evil challenge belief in God? 

Belief that God exists is powerful. Religious beliefs and practices shape the 

way persons and cultures behave. Many arguments for and against God’s ex-

istence have been put forward. In this course, we evaluate those arguments. 

Plantinga argues God couldn’t get rid of a lot of the evil in the world without getting rid of something that is super-valuable—persons with free will.  

The world is full of so much evil—pain and suffering that seems 

pointless. How could an all-powerful, all-knowing, wholly-good 

God permit such evil? Doesn’t this prove God doesn’t exist? 

Omnipotence 
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Belief in God seems like a good bet. If you believe in God, and you’re right, you gain the infinite utility of eternal 

life with God; if you’re wrong, and there’s no afterlife, you reap not much disutility; if you don’t believe in God, and 

you’re right, you reap not much utility; but, if you don’t believe in God and you're wrong, you reap the infinite disutil-

ity of eternal damnation. This is Blaise Pascal’s famous Wager argument for the practical value of belief in God. 

mailto:cloos@umail.ucsb.edu
mailto:arnelblake_batoon@umail.ucsb.edu
mailto:arnelblake_batoon@umail.ucsb.edu
http://www.ucsbstuff.com
http://www.chegg.com/textbooks/philosophy-of-religion-7th-edition-9781285197326-1285197321?trackid=025c1d86&strackid=1f18b17e&ii=1
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Learning Outcomes 

1. Effectively read primary and sec-
ondary source materials in the phi-
losophy of religion. 
 
 

2. Analyze and respond to objections 
to arguments in the philosophy of 
religion. 
 
 

3. Comprehend key concepts in argu-
ments for and against the existence 
of God. 
 
 

4. Think reflectively and critically 
about your own beliefs concerning 
God. 
 
 

5. Defend a well-justified stance on a 
controversial issue in the philoso-
phy of religion. 

Reading Assignments—“Writing well starts with reading well”:  

Students practice a three-step method for quickly extracting the 

main idea in a text, annotating the text, and evaluating the text. 

Coming before God on judgment day philosopher Bertrand Russell claimed he would say, “Not enough evidence, God! Not enough evidence!” 

Papers—Students will write two essays that analyze a core issue in philosophy 

of religion and provide a reasoned-defense of their own stance on the issue.  

Faith and Reason 

Watches and Watchmakers 
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Clicker Participation—Bring to lecture: clicker, blank paper, and pen or pencil. No need 

for electronic devices. Active participation in lecture prepares students to complete 

their reading and writing assignments. For every lecture students should expect to 

spend roughly 3-4 hours outside of class reading and completing assignments. 

Final Exam—A combination of short-answer responses, 

medium-length responses, and  essay questions. The final is 

cumulative. It is held on the last day of class.  

In-Class Research—Students work collaboratively with fellow learners to deepen their 

understanding of course material. They also use brainstorming, freewriting, four-

sentence papers, and 1 minute papers to evaluate ideas and reflect on content. 

20% 

15% & 

25% 

10% 

25% 

5% 
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Course Policies 

Attendance in every lecture is 

crucial, especially during this six-

week course. Only one absence 

can be missed without penalty to 

your participation/clicker grade. 

 

Late Assignments will not be 

accepted. However, if a verifiable 

emergency arises we will work 

with you. 

 

Plagiarism involves someone  

intentionally or unintentionally 

using the thoughts of another 

person without giving credit to 

that person. We take plagiarism 

seriously and will report it to the 

office of judicial affairs. 

Unit I. Fundamentals 

Introduction to Philosophy of Religion 

Divine Attributes 

Perfect Being Theology 

“The soul is like an uninhabited world that comes to life only when God lays His head against us.” - St. Thomas Aquinas 

Miracles 

Suffering as Religious Experience 
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Unit II. Arguments for God’s Existence 

The Cosmological Argument  

The Teleological Argument 

Unit IV. Faith and Reason 

The Nature of Faith 

Pragmatic Justification of Religious Belief 

Unit III. Problems of Evil and Responses 

The Logical Problem of Evil and Reponses 

The Inductive Problem of Evil and Responses 

Unit VI. Science and Religion   

Unit V.  Miracles  


