
Philosophy 112: Philosophy of Religion 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SANTA BARBARA | SUMMER 2017 

TWR 2-3:20, SOUTH HALL 1430 

1 CORE COURSE INFORMATION 

1.1 INSTRUCTOR AND READER 
Instructor: Christopher Michael Cloos 

Email: cloos@umail.ucsb.edu 

Office Hours: Tuesday and Wednesday,  

3:30-4:30 PM, South Hall 5720 

Website: www.christophercloos.com 

Reader: Arnel Blake Batoon 

Email: arnelblake_batoon@umail.ucsb.edu 

 

1.2 COURSE DESCRIPTION: WHAT’S THE COURSE ABOUT? 
Thinking philosophically about religion is important. Billions of people around the world believe 

that God exists. Alternatively, many people believe that God does not exist. Whether you believe 

that God exists or does not exist can have a huge impact on how you think and act. Faithful 

adherents to one of the world’s major monotheistic religions—Christianity, Islam, or Judaism— 

shape their worldview and life-practices around religious tenants. Thinking critically about 

aspects of these religions, including assumptions about God that they share, is important for 

better understanding our world, our neighbors, and what we believe concerning God.  

1.3 LEARNING OUTCOMES: WHAT WILL I GAIN IN THE COURSE? 
After successfully completing this course, you should be able to: 

1. Effectively read primary and secondary source materials in the philosophy of religion. 

2. Analyze and respond to objections to arguments in the philosophy of religion. 

3. Comprehend key concepts in arguments for and against the existence of God. 

4. Think reflectively and critically about your own beliefs concerning God. 

5. Defend a well-justified stance on a controversial issue in the philosophy of religion. 

1.4 ASSESSMENTS OVERVIEW: HOW WILL ACHIEVEMENT OF THE 

LEARNING OUTCOMES BE FACILITATED AND ASSESSED? 
These assessments facilitate and measure your progress in realizing the learning outcomes: 

• Reading Assignments: Facilitates the practice of a three-step method for quickly 

extracting the main idea in a text, annotating the text, evaluating the text, and reflecting 

on personally held beliefs about God. 

mailto:cloos@umail.ucsb.edu
http://www.christophercloos.com/
mailto:arnelblake_batoon@umail.ucsb.edu
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• Four-Sentence Paper: Provides linguistic scaffolding for practicing raising and 

responding to objections. 

• Classroom Group Work: Work collaboratively with fellow learners to deepen your 

understanding of course material, uncover questions and things you’re wondering about, 

and gain fresh insights from your fellow classmates. 

• Classroom Writing and Reflection Assignments: Uses brainstorming, freewriting, and  

1-minute papers to generate and evaluate ideas on videos watched in lecture, passages of 

text in textbooks, and content presented in lecture.  

• iClicker Questions and Quizzes: Facilitates feedback concerning distribution of group 

opinion and tests comprehension of reading assignments. 

• Papers: Demonstrates sufficient understanding of course content and facilitates you 

taking a stance on an issue and defending that stance. 

• Final Exam: Enables recall, analysis, and synthesis of course content. 

1.5 REQUIRED COURSE MATERIALS 
Two textbooks are required for the course. They pair well. The first textbook is a secondary 

source that provides an accessible overview of the primary source material. The second textbook 

is an edited volume comprised of primary source readings and short introductions.  

1. Edward R. Wierenga (2016). The Philosophy of Religion (First Books in Philosophy). 

a. Available for purchase in the bookstore ($23.95) and ucsbstuff.com. 

b. ISBN: 9781405100885 

c. One copy is available at the library to check out for two hours at a time. 

2. Michael Rea and Louis Pojman (2015). Philosophy of Religion: An Anthology, 7th Ed. 

a. Rent the paperback version at: Chegg (approximately $27, due: 8/18), which 

gives you a courtesy eTextbook for 7 days. I encourage you not to buy the 

electronic version because you will bring your textbook to class and you will not 

be using electronic devices in the classroom. 

i. Textbook is also available for rental at VitalSource ($31.49, due: 12/7) or 

Amazon ($23.57, Due: 8/11). 

b. ISBN: 9781285197326 

c. Two copies are available at the library to check out for two hours at a time. 

3. i>Clicker: Register your clicker on GauchoSpace, and bring it to every lecture. 

4. Lecture Handouts, Notes, and Assignments: Bring a pen or pencil and paper to write on 

to each lecture. Use this paper to take additional notes. 

1.6 GUIDELINE FOR EFFECTIVE COURSE PROGRESS 
Outside of lecture there is a consistent flow of required reading. There are three back-to-back 

lectures during the week. To keep up with the reading, I encourage you to set aside (i.e., block 

out in your calendar) a couple of hours for reading on the day after you have had a lecture, and I 

encourage you to set aside time before lecture for reading and completing assignments. Reading 

and writing assignments are almost always due at noon (12 pm) prior to lecture. 

For every lecture, you can expect to spend roughly 3-4 hours outside of lecture reading and 

completing assignments; expect to spend 9-12 hours per week on the course. I encourage you to 

use this guideline to monitor your progress in the course. If you find yourself struggling to keep 

http://www.chegg.com/textbooks/philosophy-of-religion-7th-edition-9781285197326-1285197321?trackid=025c1d86&strackid=1f18b17e&ii=1
https://www.vitalsource.com/products/philosophy-of-religion-an-anthology-louis-p-pojman-v9781305162938
https://smile.amazon.com/Philosophy-Religion-Anthology-Louis-Pojman/dp/1285197321/ref=sr_1_8?ie=UTF8&qid=1497140937&sr=8-8&keywords=philosophy+of+religion
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up with the reading, then honestly reflect on whether you are putting in the time needed (≈9-12 

hrs./week) to effectively make progress this compact summer course. 

1.7 CLASS ATMOSPHERE, CIVILITY, AND COMMUNICATIONS 

1.7.1 Preparation 

Please come to class prepared to discuss the lecture topic and readings. The best way to do this 

is to practice the three-part reading process and come with questions of your own ready to ask. 

Review your notes from the previous lecture prior to the current lecture. Be ready to participate 

in class and discuss the content critically, which may include you being called upon. Always 

bring to class your two textbooks, as you will want to be able to refer to them. 

1.7.2 Electronics Policy 

You must keep all electronic devices powered-down and put away during lecture. This includes 

the use of laptops, phones, and iPad-type devices. Effective learning requires focus and 

attention. This is especially true of philosophy, which requires deep focus and attention. Even 

having your phone on “vibrate” can distract you and others around you. You can look at your 

emails and text messages after class. 

 What happens if you violate the policy? Initially the whole group will get a warning if I 

see that it has become an issue. I know that detaching yourself from your electronic devices can 

be hard at first. After that point, each infraction will result in one percentage point being 

deducted from your overall course grade. 

 If you regularly take notes on a laptop, please take notes on paper and transfer them to 

an electronic format later, which can be a useful exercise in deepening your knowledge of course 

content. If, however, there’s a legitimate reason why you need to actively use digital technology 

in lecture which does not involve texting, Facebook, Snapchat, Instagram, or searching for 

Grumpy Cat memes, please see me. Otherwise, it is your responsibility to power-down your 

electronic devices and keep them put away during lecture. Think of it as an exercise in self-

control. It’s ultimately in your best interest. Thank you for observing the electronics rule. 

1.7.3 Being on Time 

Please arrive a little before class starts to ensure you’re ready to start on time. If you will arrive 

late to class or need to leave early, please let me know in advance. Also, if you must arrive late or 

leave early, please sit somewhere in class to generate the least distraction. For instance, please 

do not come in late and walk right in front of me as I am lecturing. 

1.7.4 Politeness 

Issues in philosophy of religion can sometimes become passionate. It’s okay if you care a lot 

about an issue. However, if you find yourself disagreeing with myself or a fellow learner, please 

be polite in framing your disagreement. It is okay to lovingly disagree with someone. The key is 

to avoid attacking the person. Instead, with respect, focus on the ideas at issue. 

1.7.5 Communications 

All course communications will be done through your UCSB email account. Please regularly 

check your UCSB account to ensure that you are aware of any course communications. 
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1.8 INCLUSIVITY AND ACCOMMODATION 
I care about your progress in this class. If a situation arises that impacts your active 

participation in this class, please notify me as soon as possible. That will enable us to work 

together to ensure you can meet your personal needs and the course requirements. 

1.9 STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 
Students with disabilities are encouraged to contact Disabled Students Program (DSP) as soon 

as possible in the summer session (http://dsp.sa.ucsb.edu). DSP offers reading services, 

notetakers, and test-taking accommodations. In addition to contacting DSP, students can 

contact me regarding their requested accommodations. I am happy to work with you. 

1.10    OFFICE HOURS 
I encourage everyone to visit me during my office hours. I’ve intentionally scheduled my office 

hours to start right after lecture on two days, Tuesday and Wednesday. Think of office hours as a 

continued discussion from lecture. It’s also an opportunity to discuss how you’re doing in the 

course—whether you’re doing well or struggling. I am here for you.  

2 LECTURE TOPICS, READINGS, AND ASSIGNMENTS 

This list is subject to revision as we progress through the quarter. Readings and content may be 

added or removed depending on our rate of progress. Revisions will be announced in lecture and 

it is each student’s responsibility to keep informed of any changes. Official due dates for 

assignments are announced in lecture, but anticipated due dates are provided below.1 

Date Lecture Topics Readings and Videos Assignments 

UNIT I. FUNDAMENTALS 
Tues., 
6/27 

- Course 
Introduction 

- Reading 
Philosophy 

- Sect. 1, “The Field and its 
Significance,” in “Philosophy of 
Religion” (SEP) 

- Syllabus Overview 
- Appendix, Concepción, 

“Reading Philosophy” (GS) 

 

                                                        
1 Readings from Rea and Pojman’s Philosophical of Religion: An Anthology are indicated by “(R&P),” and 
readings from Wierenga’s The Philosophy of Religion are indicated by “(W).” Readings from Stanford 
Encyclopedia of Philosophy are indicated with “(SEP)”, and readings from Internet Encyclopedia of 
Philosophy are “(IEP).” If a required reading is found in GauchoSpace, this is indicated by “(GS).” 
Assignments due in GauchoSpace are indicated by “(GS).” 

http://dsp.sa.ucsb.edu/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/philosophy-religion/#FieSig
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/philosophy-religion/#FieSig
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/philosophy-religion/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/philosophy-religion/
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Date Lecture Topics Readings and Videos Assignments 

Wed., 
6/28 

- Arguments and 
Logic 

- Divine Attributes 
 
 
 
- Optional Reading: 

Gregory, “A Brief 
Introduction to 
Logic” (GS) 

- Optional Video: 
What is God Like? 

- Optional: “Divine 
Attributes,” in 
“Western Concepts 
of God” (IEP) 

- Ch. 1, “Introduction to 
Philosophy of Religion” (W), 
pp. 1-9 

- Morris, Sect. “Perfect Being 
Theology,” (pp. 16-19) “The 
Concept of God,” I.A.2 (R&P) 

- Watch: Leftow, “What is 
Perfect Being Theology?”, 
Closer to Truth 

- Mavrodes, “Some Puzzles 
Concerning Omnipotence,” 
I.B.4, pp. 106-108 

- Frankfurt, “The Logic of 
Omnipotence,” I.B.5, p. 109 

- Background: Section 4.1, 
“Divine Attributes” (SEP) 

 

UNIT II. ARGUMENTS FOR GOD’S EXISTENCE 
Thurs., 
6/29 

- Arguments for 
God’s Existence 

- The Thomist 
Cosmological 
Argument 

- Background: Section 4.2, 
“God's Existence” (SEP) 

- Watch: Peter Kreeft, “The 
Thomist Cosmological 
Argument”  

- St. Thomas Aquinas, “The Five 
Ways,” II.B.1 (R&P), pp. 164-
166 

- Clarke, “Argument from 
Contingency,” II.B.2 (R&P), p. 
167 

- Ch. 2, “The Cosmological 
Argument” (W), pp. 10-21 

Assigned: Reading 
Assignment #1 

Tues., 
7/4 

Holiday – No lecture, 
Happy 4th of July! 

  

Wed., 
7/5 

The Kalām 
Cosmological 
Argument 

- Watch: Introduction to Kalām 
- Craig and Moreland, “The 
Kalām Cosmological 
Argument,” II.B.4, pp. 177-189 

- Draper, “A Critique of The 
Kalām Cosmological 
Argument,” II.B.5, pp. 189-194 

- Background: Section 6, 
“Cosmological Argument” 
(SEP) 

- Optional: Watch debate on 
Kalām between William Lane 
Craig and Sean Carroll 

Due: Reading 
Assignment #1 
(GS), 7/5, 12pm 
(noon) 
 
 
Assigned: Reading 
Assignment #2 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gs_gY1K1AMU
http://www.iep.utm.edu/god-west/#H3
http://www.iep.utm.edu/god-west/#H3
https://www.closertotruth.com/series/what-perfect-being-theology
https://www.closertotruth.com/series/what-perfect-being-theology
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/philosophy-religion/#PhiRefDivAtt
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/philosophy-religion/#GodExi
https://youtu.be/wefohtJBnN8
https://youtu.be/wefohtJBnN8
https://youtu.be/wefohtJBnN8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6CulBuMCLg0
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/cosmological-argument/#KalaCosmArgu
https://youtu.be/g5iiHV4yo7M
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Date Lecture Topics Readings and Videos Assignments 

Thurs., 
7/6 

The Teleological 
Argument 
 
 
 
Optional Reading: 
Harvard College, “A 
Brief Guide to 
Writing the 
Philosophy Paper” 
(GS) 

- Ch. 4, “The Argument from 
Design” (W), pp. 36-49 

- Paley, “The Watch and 
Watchmaker” II.C.1 (R&P), pp. 
198-200 

- Hume, “A Critique of the 
Design Argument,” II.C.2 
(R&P), pp. 201-207 

- Collins, “A Scientific Argument 
for the Existence of God,” 
II.C.4 (R&P), pp. 210-227 

Due: Reading 
Assignment #2 
(GS), 7/6, 12pm 
(noon) 
 
 
Assigned: Paper #1 
 

UNIT III. PROBLEMS OF EVIL AND RESPONSES 
Tues., 
7/11 

The Logical Problem 
of Evil 

- Ch. 5, “The Problem of Evil” 
(W), pp. 50-59 

- Mackie, “Evil and 
Omnipotence.” III.B.1 (R&P), 
pp. 256-263 

- Optional Reading: Logical 
Problem of Evil (IEP) 

 

Wed., 
7/12 

The Free Will 
Defense 
 

- Watch: Interview with 
Plantinga, Closer to Truth 

- Ch. 5, “The Problem of Evil” 
(W), pp. 59-68 

- Plantinga, “The Free Will 
Defense,” III.C.1 (R&P), pp. 
300-323 

 

Thurs., 
7/13 

The Inductive 
Argument from Evil 
and Skeptical Theism 
 
 

- Watch: Interview with Tooley, 
Closer to Truth 

- Rowe, “The Inductive 
Argument from Evil.” III.B.2 
(R&P), 264-271 

- Howard-Snyder, “Humility, 
Arguments from Evil, and 
Moral Skepticism,” III.C.3 
(R&P), p. 324-337 

Due: Paper #1 
(GS), 7/13, 12pm 
(noon) 
 
 
Assigned: Reading 
Assignment #3 

Tues., 
7/18 

Heart-Desires, 
Horrendous Evils, 
and Suffering 

- Watch: Interview with Stump, 
Closer to Truth  

- Stump, “The Problem of Evil 
and the Desires of the Heart.” 
III.C.4 (R&P), pp. 338-351 

- McCord Adams, “Horrendous 
Evils and Goodness of God,” 
III.C.5 (R&P), 351-359 

- Ekstrom, “Suffering as 
Religious Experience,” III.C.6 
(R&P), 360-369 

Due: Reading 
Assignment #3 
(GS), 7/18, 12pm 
(noon) 
 
Assigned: Paper 
#2 

http://www.iep.utm.edu/evil-log/
http://www.iep.utm.edu/evil-log/
https://www.closertotruth.com/series/does-evil-disprove-god#video-2831
https://www.closertotruth.com/series/does-evil-disprove-god#video-2831
https://www.closertotruth.com/series/does-evil-disprove-god#video-3135
https://www.closertotruth.com/series/does-evil-disprove-god#video-3066
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Date Lecture Topics Readings and Videos Assignments 

UNIT IV. FAITH AND REASON 
Wed., 
7/19 

The Nature of Faith - Swinburne, “The Nature of 
Faith,” V.A.1, (R&P), pp. 511-
523 

- Lombrozo, “Can Faith Ever Be 
Rational?,” NPR’s Cosmos & 
Culture 

- Buchak, “Can It Be Rational to 
Have Faith?”, V.A.2 (R&P), pp. 
524-541 

 

Thurs., 
7/20 

Pragmatic 
Justification of 
Religious Belief 

- Pascal, “The Wager,” V.B.1 
(R&P), pp. 572-573 

- Hájek “Pascal’s Wager,” 
Stanford Encyclopedia of 
Philosophy 

 

Tues., 
7/25 

Pragmatic 
Justification of 
Religious Belief 

- Ch. 10, “The Evidentialist 
Objection” (W), 131-142 

- Clifford, “The Ethics of Belief,” 
V.B.2 (R&P), 574-578 

- James, “The Will to Believe,” 
V.B.3 (R&P), 578-587 

Due: Paper #2 
(GS), 7/25, 12pm 
(noon) 
 
Assigned: Reading 
Assignment #4 

Wed., 
7/26 

Rationality and 
Justified Religious 
Belief 

- Ch. 11, “The Evidentialist 
Objection” (W), 131-142 

- Plantinga, “Warranted Belief in 
God,” (GS) 

- Watch: Plantinga, “Does 
philosophy inform religion?” 

Due: Reading 
Assignment #4 
(GS), 7/26, 12pm 
(noon) 

Thurs., 
7/27 

Rationality and 
Justified Religious 
Belief 

- Bergmann, “Rational Religious 
Belief without Arguments,” 
V.C.3 (R&P), pp. 609-624 

- Zagzebski, “Intellectual Virtue 
in Religious Epistemology,” 
V.C.4 (R&P), pp. 625-633 

Assigned: Reading 
Assignment #5 

UNIT V. RELIGIOUS PLURALISM 
Tues., 
8/1 

Religious Pluralism 
and Exclusivism 

- Sect. 5, “Religious Pluralism,” 
in “Phil of Religion” (SEP) 

- Hick, “Religious Pluralism and 
Ultimate Reality,” VI.1 (R&P), 
pp. 637-645 

- Plantinga, “A Defense of 
Religious Exclusivism,” VI.2 
(R&P), pp. 645-659 

- Watch: Bernie Sanders 
Questioning Russell Vought 

Due: Reading 
Assignment #5 
(GS), 8/1, 12pm 
(noon) 
 

http://www.npr.org/sections/13.7/2013/09/16/222907684/can-faith-ever-be-rational
http://www.npr.org/sections/13.7/2013/09/16/222907684/can-faith-ever-be-rational
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/pascal-wager/
https://www.closertotruth.com/series/does-philosophy-inform-religion?gclid=CKPRwbfIwtQCFRRufgodozIK4Q
https://www.closertotruth.com/series/does-philosophy-inform-religion?gclid=CKPRwbfIwtQCFRRufgodozIK4Q
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/philosophy-religion/#RelPlu
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/philosophy-religion/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LQowhuEcGSk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LQowhuEcGSk
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Date Lecture Topics Readings and Videos Assignments 

- Read: Green, “Bernie Sanders’s 
Religious Test for Christians in 
Public Office,” The Atlantic 

COURSE SUMMARY AND FINAL EXAM 
Wed., 
8/2 

Course Summary and 
Review 

  

Thurs., 
8/3 

Final Exam, 2-3:20, 
SH 1430 

  

 

3 COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING 

3.1 ASSESSMENT OVERVIEW 

 
Assessment Weight Occurrence 

Clicker Participation 5%  Every Lecture 

In-Class Research 10% Intermittent 

Reading Assignments 20% Weekly 

Paper #1 15% 1st Half of Course 

Paper #2 25% 2nd Half of Course 

Final 25% Thursday 8/3 

3.2 SCALE FOR OVERALL COURSE GRADE 
Though there are no curved grades or extra credit points in the class, your overall course grade 

is calculated using standard rounding-up of percentage points (i.e., ≥ .95 gets rounded-up). For 

instance, if a student has a 92.95%, then, with rounding, they get to a 93.00%. To ensure 

consistency and objectivity, though, a student that does not get to .95 does not get their overall 

course grade rounded-up. Therefore, it is important to do as well as you can at each point in the 

course to ensure you do not end-up just below the border between two grades. 

Highest (%) Lowest (%) Letter 

100.00 97.00 A+ 

96.94 93.00 A 

92.94 90.00 A- 

89.94 87.00 B+ 

https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/06/bernie-sanders-chris-van-hollen-russell-vought/529614/?utm_source=atltw
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/06/bernie-sanders-chris-van-hollen-russell-vought/529614/?utm_source=atltw
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/06/bernie-sanders-chris-van-hollen-russell-vought/529614/?utm_source=atltw
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86.94 83.00 B 

82.94 80.00 B- 

79.94 77.00 C+ 

76.94 73.00 C 

72.94 70.00 C- 

69.94 67.00 D+ 

66.94 63.00 D 

62.94 60.00 D- 

59.94 0.00 F 

3.3 LECTURE PARTICIPATION – I>CLICKER 
You need to register your i>Clicker at the course website in GauchoSpace. You also need to bring 

your clicker to every lecture. At some point during lecture you will have the opportunity to 

participate using your clicker. If you participate in lecture that day, you receive one participation 

point for that day. There are no partial points or make-up opportunities.  

There will also be clicker quizzes regarding the assigned readings. You will not be graded 

for accuracy on these quizzes. They are to gauge class comprehension of the material and to 

provide you with feedback regarding your grasp of core concepts and arguments from the 

readings. Taking the quizzes is part of participating in lecture.  

It is your responsibility to prioritize lecture attendance and to remember to bring your 

clicker to class. This includes making sure your clicker has fresh batteries. However, you get to 

drop your one lowest participation score. Clicker participation begins on the first Wednesday 

(6/28) of the summer session, so please bring your clicker to that class. The deadline to register 

your iClicker is Friday 6/30 in GauchoSpace. 

If, at any point during summer session, you need to use a different clicker than the one 

you originally registered, it is your responsibility to register that new clicker in GauchoSpace. 

Otherwise you will not get credit for participation, as that clicker will not be associated with you. 

3.4 LECTURE PARTICIPATION – IN-CLASS RESEARCH AND REFLECTION 
This class is interactive. You will not passively sit back and listen to me lecture for an hour and 

twenty minutes straight. Thank God! 😊 Instead, a typical class will involve a mix of lecture, 

group work, and classroom research and reflection assignments. You will turn in some of those 

assignments. You will not know in advance whether you will turn in a specific writing 

assignment for grading. In-class assignments are graded for completeness and effort. Two 

points are given for a complete assignment that reflects a genuine attempt at doing the exercise, 

one point is given for a partial attempt, and zero points are given for missing assignments or 

sub-partial attempts. There are no make-up opportunities for in-class assignments. However, 

you get to drop your one lowest in-class research and reflection score. 



COURSE SYLLABUS  PHILOSOPHY 112 – PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION 

10 
 

3.5 READING ASSIGNMENTS 
A core principle of this course is that “writing well starts with reading well.” To hone your skills 

in reading philosophy, you will complete five reading assignments on course readings. Such 

assignments are assigned at the end of lecture and due at noon (12pm) prior to the start of the 

following lecture. The reading assignments are completed and submitted in GauchoSpace. 

Reading assignments are graded out of 10 points. 10=A+, 9=A, 8=B, 7=C, 6=D, 5=F, 0=missing. 

You get to drop your one lowest reading assignment score.  

If you miss lecture, you will need to check GauchoSpace to see if a reading assignment is 

due prior to the next lecture. Your instructor and reader will be unable to respond to emails 

concerning whether there is a reading assignment due. Such emails will not receive a response.  

3.6 FIRST PAPER 
The first paper requirements include: 3-4 pages, double-spaced, Times New Roman 12 pt. font, 

and 1-inch margins (all). Detailed instructions, including the topic, will be given in lecture. 

3.7 SECOND PAPER 
The second paper requirements include: 4-5 pages, double-spaced, Times New Roman 12 pt. 

font, and 1-inch margins (all). Detailed instructions, including the topic, will be given in lecture. 

3.8 PAPER SUBMISSION POLICY 
Papers must be officially submitted by uploading them at the course website in GauchoSpace. 

Papers will not be accepted through email. You must prepare your paper for blind review and 

upload it on GauchoSpace. Failure to follow the guidelines for preparing your paper for blind 

review could result in a deduction. You can only upload your paper once. Make sure that the 

version of the paper that you upload is the version that you want graded. Also, you must upload 

your paper in either PDF (.pdf) or RTF (.rtf) format. 

The window for uploading papers begins when the paper assignment is handed out. If 

you upload your paper prior to the due date, your reader may start working on grading your 

paper. If this is the case, you cannot resubmit your paper, even if it is still prior to the paper due 

date. Doing so would result in doubling your reader’s workload. The GauchoSpace submission 

requirement provides you with flexibility. If you are done with your paper, and you are ready to 

submit it, you can do so and be finished with the assignment. However, you must also accept 

that the version of the paper that you upload will be the version of the paper that is graded. 

Papers are returned through GauchoSpace. 

3.9 FINAL EXAM 
The final exam is cumulative. Make-up exams are not offered. Check your calendar now to 

ensure that you can make the final on the last day of class, Thursday 8/3. The final will involve a 

mix of short-answer questions (a few sentences), medium-length questions (1-2 paragraphs), 

and long-length essay-type questions (3-4 paragraphs). In advance, you will receive a list of 

possible questions on the exam. The exam will directly pull from those questions, and there will 

be a little choice regarding which questions you answer. 
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3.10 NO EXTRA CREDIT OR CURVED GRADES 
Course grades are not curved. There are no opportunities for extra credit. Instead, many 

assessments include dropping your lowest score, and assessments are weighted to favor the 

second half of the course, as by that time you will have had more time to sit with the course 

concepts and become more effective at reading and writing philosophy.  

 This course intentionally rewards consistency during the summer session. Do as well as 

you can at each stage of the course to ensure that you do not end up on the border between two 

grades. This emphasizes development of the virtues of persistence and perseverance, and it does 

not reward last minute heroics.  

Yet, as you may recall from section 1.8 of this syllabus, if a legitimate issue or emergency 

arises during the session, which impacts your progression on a portion of the course, please 

contact me immediately. The sooner you let me know about the issue the more I can do in terms 

of coming along side you with accommodations. 

3.11 LATE ASSIGNMENT POLICIES 
The following policies hold for late assignments: 

• Lecture Participation – Clickers and In-Class Assignments 

o No make-up opportunities. 

• Reading Assignments 

o A reading assignment is late if turned in after the date and time it is due.  

o Reading assignments lose -2 points (20%) every twenty-four hours late. 

o Reading assignments will not be accepted if five or more calendar days late. 

• Papers 

o A paper is late if not submitted in GauchoSpace by the due date and time, which 

is prior to lecture (i.e. before noon) on the due date. 

o Papers are assessed a 4% penalty for each calendar day late, including weekends.  

• Final Exam 

o No make-up opportunities. 

• Excuses 

o Excuses are considered on a case-by-case basis. Legitimate excuses apply to 

situations that are appropriate and verifiable. Appropriate situations for excuses 

include family, personal, and medical emergencies. Situations are verifiable when 

they can be confirmed via documentation or reliable testimony, such as 

confirmation of the situation via a doctor’s note. I reserve the right to not accept 

excuses as appropriate and verifiable. However, I do want to work with you 

should an emergency-type situation arise during this summer session. 
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4 EXPECTATIONS AND ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

4.1 COURSE EXPECTATIONS 

4.1.1 What You Can Expect from Me: 

• Clear explanation of the course materials. 

• Background knowledge to assist you with comprehension of course content. 

• Excellent preparedness for lecture. 

• Effective help in preparing you for your assignments and exams. 

• Respectful and fair treatment of you. 

• Positively affect your understanding of philosophy of religion. 

 

4.1.2 What I Can Expect from You: 

• Regular and punctual lecture attendance. 

• Regularly checking the course website in GachoSpace. 

• Regularly checking your UCSB email address for course communications. 

• Coming to lecture having done the reading (i.e., not coming to lecture “cold”). 

• Respectful treatment of others: 

o Won’t chat with others while I’m talking or a fellow learner has the floor. 

o Will treat with dignity those with whom you disagree. 

o Won’t use electronic devices during lecture. 

o No packing-up prior to me dismissing class. 

• Attentiveness to lecture through practicing active listening. 

• Moral conduct: honesty and choosing to do the right thing. 

4.2 ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
I take academic dishonesty very seriously and will seek the most serious penalties that the 

university allows, up to and including expulsion. Academic dishonesty includes cheating, 

plagiarism, and collusion. If you have any questions about what counts as plagiarism, please talk 

to the course instructor or reader. For more on academic integrity, please refer to the Office of 

Judicial Affairs website: http://judicialaffairs.sa.ucsb.edu/AcademicIntegrity.aspx 

4.3 CAMPUS LEARNING ASSISTANCE SERVICES (CLAS) 
We want you to succeed in this class. We encourage you to take advantage of office hours, and 

are generally willing to schedule other times to meet or answer short questions directly via 

email. (Questions which require long explanations should be reserved for meeting in person.) 

Along with the assistance we offer in helping you succeed in the course we encourage you to use 

the excellent support offered by Campus Learning Assistance Services (CLAS). For more 

information, see: http://clas.sa.ucsb.edu 

 

http://judicialaffairs.sa.ucsb.edu/AcademicIntegrity.aspx
http://clas.sa.ucsb.edu/

